THE BALHAM MYSTERY
The pair became inseparable. Dr. Gully, who had retired
from practice, was constantly in attendance, devoting his
whole time to his attractive neighbour; he took a house near
her at Streatham, and afterwards at Balham he was allowed
the privilege of a latch-key; he accompanied Mrs. Ricardo
to divers English watering-places, he went on tour with
her to Italy and to Germany; yet in all this Mrs. Cox saw
nothing beyond "gentlemanly familiarity" on Ms part, and
refused to acknowledge that they were lovers. Finally, she
was brought to admit that she had seen him kiss her, that the
attachment "was the subject of much conversation locally,**
and that Mrs. Ricardo's family had cast her off because of
her infatuation for her assiduous ally. Having gone so far,
Mrs. Cox admitted that had there been no Mrs. Gully, "it
might have been a match"; and vouchsafed the damaging fact
that the couple had arranged to marry so soon as the doctor's
wife was dead. As that venerable lady was over ninety, it
seemed unlikely to be a long engagement. The net result went
to shew that Mrs. Cox had lied heartily upon this matter, both
at the first inquest and in her statement to the Treasury,
Poor Florence Bravo, who followed her companion in
the witness-chair, had, in view of her friend's revelations, a
bad time. The spectacle of her martyrdom is not improving,
and I do not propose to dwell on it. Suffice it to say that she
fought bravely to retain some small rag of reputation and to
minimize the extent and character of her fall; but in the end
she had to confess that, from the death of her first husband,
she had been Dr. Gully's mistress. Ten days after meeting
Charles Bravo at Brighton Mrs. Ricardo wrote to "her ancient
lover," breaking with him for good and all, giving as her
reason the desire to become reconciled to her people. Ten
days before the wedding she and Dr. Gully met for the last
time. The doctor took his dismissal in good part; "his sole
wish was for her happiness"; and it was not unreasonable
that at his time of life he should have been willing to retire.
They returned to one another their mutual gifts, and so far
as the principals were concerned the chapter was finally
closed. But Mrs. Cox, as we shall see, shewed an u^pcount-
able disposition to turn over the old leaves: Before she
accepted Mr. Bravo's proposal Mrs. Ricardo told him "c^Very-